


 

Staff 
Business & Maintenance Manager 

Ezekiel Spanelli  

espanelli@ololscw.org, 623-271-0508 

Director of Pastoral Care 

Whitney Lynch  

wlynch@ololscw.org, 623-344-7285 

Director of Sacred Liturgy & Music 

Communications Manager 

Safe Environment Coordinator 

Kaitlynn Eaton  

keaton@ololscw.org, 623-344-7292 

Director of Development 

James Salas 

jsalas@ololscw.org 

Secretary & Accounting Clerk 

Patty Romero 

promero@ololscw.org, 623-440-6838 

Maintenance Worker 

Tom Scott 

tscott@ololscw.org 

Connect With Us 

Address 

19002 N. 128th Ave, Sun City West, AZ 85375 

Phone: (623) 546-2767 

Website: www.ololscw.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

OurLadyofLourdesSCW 

Flocknote: text ollscw to 84576 or go to 

ollscw.flocknote.com 

Office Hours: 

Sunday: 8:00a.m. - 1:00p.m. 

Monday - Thursday: 8:00a.m. - 4:00p.m. 

Friday: 8:30a.m. - 12:00p.m. 

For information about the Sacraments, 

including access to our 24-hour Anointing of 

the Sick and Funeral lines, please call the main 

office phone. 

Clergy 
Pastor 

Fr. John Bonavitacola 

frjohn@ololscw.org 

Retired Priest 

Fr. Bill Fournier 

Deacons 

Deacon James Carabajal 

jcarabajal@ccfphx.org 

Deacon Larry Grey 

lgrey1@cox.net 

Mass Times: 

Daily (Monday - Saturday) 8:30a.m. 

Saturday 4:00p.m. 

Sunday 9:00a.m. 

Sunday 11:00a.m. 

Vistancia Elementary School 

30009 N. Sunrise Point, Peoria, AZ 85383 

Sunday   1:00p.m. 
Confessions: 

Saturday 9:30a.m.-10:30a.m. 

Tuesday 10:00a.m.-11:00a.m. 
Adoration: 

Thursday 9:00a.m.-11:00a.m. 

Open Sundays after 9:00a.m. and 11:00a.m. 

Mass. Bring a bulletin and join us for coffee, 

donuts or fritters, and fellowship! 

Fr. John’s Tomato Basil pasta sauce is available 

for purchase during regular office hours and 

before Saturday 4:00p.m. Mass. Jars are $8.50.  

Proceeds benefit FullCircle. 

Please make checks out to FullCircle Program 

Fr. John’s Pasta Sauce 
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Glad You’re Here to Hear 

Dear Friends, 

Love, joy, peace are often attached to the infant in 

the manger in Bethlehem. But truth be told the best 

way to describe him: subversive.  His birth undercuts 

all worldly power and assumptions. Even at the 

moment of birth there was “no room in the Inn”, and 

as C.S. Lewis often quipped, “God had to sneak 

clandestinely behind enemy lines”. This world would 

not receive this newborn King and has found ways to 

reject him ever since. The swaddled child is an 

immediate threat to the political order and an object 

of panic to the religious community. Herod wanted 

him dead; the Temple officials wouldn’t tolerate this 

version of a Messiah. From this point onwards Jesus 

turns the worldly powers on their heads, he subverts 

the old religions and those who dare to follow him 

are hunted down as revolutionaries, disloyal citizens 

who threaten the status quo.  

If you think that the birth of Christ no longer holds any 

subversive quality just look around and see the many 

who are hostile to His Gospel. The proclamation of 

Jesus Christ can be just too much for so many, just 

look around at all the Christmas cranks who cringe at 

the site of a manager or shriek when hearing the 

words: Merry Christmas. 

This sweet child in the manger would after all grow 

and declare, “You are either for me or against me” 

and “he who does not gather with me, scatters”. His 

presence alone causes division. It has been that way 

ever since. He left his Church as His visible remaining 

presence among us, which puts humanity in the 

position to be either moving towards the Church or 

away from it. So, if you are a Catholic who no longer 

is part of the Church then you inevitably find yourself 

fighting to find ways to move away from the Church.  

It’s worth taking a look at what and why we fight to 

stay away from the Church. For some the reasons are 

rather superficial: “I don’t like those people”, “they’re 

hypocrites”, “the Pastor is a scold”, “all they do is ask 

for money”, “I don’t get anything out of it” or “I don’t 

need to go to Church to pray”. For others the 

resistance goes a little deeper: “too many rules to 

follow”, “after all who is the Church to tell me how to 

live my life”; “to be a good person it doesn’t matter 

what you believe”, “being a good person is all that 

matters”, “it’s what’s in my heart that matters”, “I 

don’t hurt anyone”. Some of us will fight against the 

Church because she refuses to go along with a 

certain lifestyle or will not co-sign on immoral 

behavior and yet others of us are intellectually 

constipated and refuse to see the harmony between 

faith and reason. Then there is the ultimate sleight of 

hand: “I’m spiritual not religious”. Yet even these   

excuses reveal a heart and mind that is full of 

theological preconditions. The theological is as 

inescapable as the biological part of our nature. 

Whatever the rationalization for resistance to Christ 

and his Church everyone who encounters it needs to 

ask the fundamental question: Who is this Jesus? 

Truth is that we all experience this resistance at 

different points in life. The challenge then is for us to 

step out of the black hole of our egoism and consider 

for a moment that we might not have all the answers. 

What is it that the child of Bethlehem proposes to us? 

He comes to us to both reveal and teach us the way 

of love. This love is a radical self-gift that seeks only 

the good of the other. It is best expressed in a life 

lived for the sake of the other. It is not a subjective 

love that only loves so that the other will love back. It 

is a participation in the self-giving Love of God. And 

by coming to know and love Christ we find the way 

to authentically “love one another” and not just some 

gushy sweet sentiment we label as goodness.  

This New Year offers us a new opportunity to get 

honest with ourselves and take a long loving look at 

our resistance, rebelliousness, or indifference to the 

Gospel message. It is simply too big and too 

significant to ignore. 

If you have been avoiding Church or just wandered 

away or have real issues with the Church, her 

teaching, her practice I invite you to Come Home to 

where you belong and maybe spend some time with 

us, taking off the gloves and cease fighting and find 

the real reason for your resistance. The process is 

simply but not always easy. But it is the way to peace. 

Since that first Christmas morn, history has not 

softened the impact of the child in the manger. He 

remains a flashpoint for all time. In our own historical 

moment, the demarcation of those who are for and 

those who are against Christ is becoming crystal 

clear. Which side are you on? Are you all in? 

So, 2023, all 365 days, 52 weeks, 12 months and 

525,600 minutes will be another opportunity to allow 

the Christ child to show you where you really stand. 

Love, Fr. John B. 
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Mass Intentions
December 25: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day)

9:00a.m.: Kaden & Jase Bollenbach & 

Prayer Intentions for Family

11:00a.m.: For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes

1:00p.m.: Living & Deceased Members of the Cerepa 

& Boas Families

December 26

Repose of the Soul of Shelia Kelly †

December 27

Rita Katis †

December 28

Toni J. Conen †

December 29

Betty Bohls †

December 30

Holy Souls in Purgatory †

December 31

8:30a.m.: Mary Ellen Skaggs †

4:00p.m.: For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes

January 1: 

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God

9:00a.m.: Sam D’Angelo †

11:00a.m.: Patrick Goergen †

1:00p.m.: FullCircle Benefactors

Readings for the Week

Sunday: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)

Vigil Mass: 

Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; 

Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25 

Mass during the Day: 

Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18

Monday: Feast of St. Stephen, First Martyr 

Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3CD-4, 6 & 8AB, 16BC & 17; 

Mt 10:17-22 

Tuesday: Feast of St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 

1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a & 2-8; 

Wednesday: Feast of Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

1 Jn 1:5-2:2; Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8; Mt 2:13-18

Thursday: 

1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 

Friday: Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & 

Joseph

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or Col 3:12-17; Ps 128: 1-2, 

3, 4-5; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

Saturday: 

1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13; Jn 1:1-18 

Sunday: Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 

Mother of God

Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21;   
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Miraculous Medal Novena: join us each Monday 

after daily Mass (excluding most holidays or 

whenever the office is closed) to pray to Our Lady. 

Prayers take approximately 15 minutes. Booklets 

with the prayers will be provided and collected 

following the Novena Divine Mercy Devotion: a 

staple devotion in our parish for over 20 years, 

Divine Mercy meets each Thursday morning 

following daily Mass  with a social following in 

Madonna Hall. Join us as we pray to obtain our 

Lord’s mercy on us and on the whole world. 

Contact Fred Malcolm for more information at 
divinemercyprayers7@gmail.com

More Opportunities for Prayer:
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The Knights of Columbus Council 11809 would 

like to thank our Members, the Ladies Auxillary 

and the Our Lady of Lourdes Parishioners, for 

their fantastic support in 2022. 

For a child is born to us, 

A son is given us;

Upon his shoulder dominion rests.

They name him Wonder-Counselor,

God-Hero, Father-Forever,

Prince of Peace.

Isaiah: 9:5

All of us at the Knights of Columbus Council 

11809 wish you and your family a blessed and 

Merry Christmas. To learn more about the Knights 

of Columbus Council 11809 and become a 

member, visit our website at www.kofc11809.org. 
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Your Sacrificial Giving - Combined 

Totals for December 4th

Plate Giving (cash & check) $23,956.10

Mission Giving: $1,327

Plate Giving (electronic) $5,717

Total Giving $31,000.10

Maintenance Fund $41.50

Respect Life Ministry $17.50

LP - Building Fund $1,088

St. Vincent de Paul $402

Immaculate Conception $90

Archdiocese Military Appeal $5

Christmas $225

Flowers $285

Campaign For Human Development $5

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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13540 W. Camino Del Sol, Ste. 5, Sun City West • 623.584.9833

We will give you a
reason to Smile!Still Serving One Patient At A Time!

Dr. Sonny Zegar
Gentle, Painless, Personalized 

Do you suffer from broken or missing teeth? 
Are you embarrassed to show your smile?

Call today for your complimentary EXAM & X-RAYS!

Smile Again

30 years of trusted expertise.
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